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UM STARTS PILOT TEACHER 
AID TRAINING PROJECT
MISSOULA--
Montana is beginning a national pilot project for training Senior Citizens as 
teacher's aids, according to Dr. Gordon Browder, a University of Montana sociology pro­
fessor.
Dr. Browder, director of the Senior Citizen Teacher Aid Project, said his staff is 
looking for persons over 55 who are interested in working in primary or secondary 
schools as teachers aids.
Teachers aids will do such things as prepare pupil progress charts, gather resource 
material, read stories and supervise playgrounds, he said.
The $35,000 project is sponsored by the Montana Commission on the Ageing. Lyle Down­
ing, Helena, is executive secretary. It will involve three-week training sessions 
in Missoula, Great Falls and Billings. Persons selected for the program will be trained 
in the city nearest to their homes.
Successful trainees will be placed as teachers aids in schools reasonably close 
to their homes.
Dr. Raymond Gold, UM sociology professor and evaluator of the project, said, "We 
hope to tap the vast reservoir of talent of persons who have retired."
"This project should make a significant contribution to the profession of teaching 
by enabling teachers to take more time preparing lessons," Dr. Gold added.
Further information may be obtained by writing Dr. Gordon Browder, Director,
Teacher Aide Project, University of Montana, Missoula, 59801.
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